Homicide in older adults may be the first manifestation of dementia. The nature of the act committed in the reported case excludes passive omission of assistance as a hypothetical cause of the homicide, but it could be explained by prosopagnosia or a disinhibited rage attack. This last hypothesis could be related to dysexecutive syndrome. 8 Deficits of executive functions reflect impairment in dorsolateral prefrontal and orbitofrontal cortex. 4 In addition, low 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid in the prefrontal cortex has been associated with inhibition disorders resulting in aggressive or impulsive behavior. 4 Besides the diagnosis orientation, a neuropsychological investigation could help to determine whether a murderer, especially if he or she is above the age of 65, was mentally competent during the act. Further research is needed to corroborate our findings.
